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MARIE JERITZA, NEW OPERA STAR, TELLS OF CAREER

New and exclusive photographs of Marie Jeritza, the new soprano at the Metropolitan opera. The one at the right shows her in private

Brilliant SOprano FI'OID \'ienna, btl“ in Hel‘ life; the other two in costume for two of her greatest roles, Eva and Elizabeth.
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Twenties, Has Sung in Sixty Roles, Many
of Which She Created—She Tells in First
and Exclusive Interview of Her Rise by
Hard Work—Wonderful Personality on
Stage Is Even More Charming in Private Life

ISING in the operatic firmament is what appears to be a star of
R the first magnitude in Marie Jeritza, a new soprano, singing at
the Metropolitan for the first time this year. “Divinely tall and

most divinely fair,”” Mme. Jeritza possesses a personality in keeping

with her beauty and artistic skill.

The accompaning interview, the first

qnd only one given by Mme. Jeritza, reveals to New York Herald read-

ers just how charming she is.

By WILLIS STEELL.

ARIE JERITZA (pronounce it with
M a “y»" my lord), the Viennese
e Iyrico-dramatic singer who won
with her first sppearnnee at the Metropoli-
tun Opera House a popular success, gives
hodily life to & type of Teutonie loveliness
that, the Cornelius school of painters, and
particularly Kaulbach and Ovwverbeck, tried
to impress upon the world with indifferent
suecess. A kind of wilfulness, felt if not dis-
cerned In thelr attempt to graft a modern
iype on a Fra Angelico stencil, defeated
their obje

t. People might admire their tall,

noble heroines with a wealth of blonde halr,
but they did not belisve in them.

The singer herself offers In her person as
many contradictlons. She is certainly tall—
taller than Rogalind—and her wonderful
mane of spun gold and her eyes blue as un-
vlouded sky give freshness to the little, tired
words that have so long been used to describe
these things, Flawless, too, Is her figure.
with pretiy and delicate feet and an arm
and hand seen oltener in sculpture than in
real life, but her face is that of a very sweet
and modern woman with full, pouting lips
and features that, while they charm easily,
o not conform to any standard of beauty.

She Is a glowing blonde, the pink of whose
=oft skin shines out beneath any number of
layers of makeup. In a word, she is per-
sonully as charming by the items in which
she fulls below the mark of real beauty as
In those where she transeends it

And while she rypifies Vienna in a sense,
the gay Vienna that laughs and dances on
the brink of a voeleano—just as her face i=
like that often seen on the Ring Strasse
there s more to her manner than that, He-
neath the gayety which perhaps she as-
sumes as a Mmeasure of self-protection one
sees, by looking a lHttle deeper, a shy, proud,
modest nature,

Her Own Story of Her Career '
Proof of Most Unusual Modesty

A primu donna modest? [t seems a4 mis-
use of terms. It need not be insisted upon,

then, like yesterday, we go to see something
Hght, a muslecal comedy preferably, for it is
not difieult for me to follow that in a
strange tongue. We saw ‘Sally,” and it was
delightful. Yes! I amused myself well,

“The theatre helps me to learn your lan
guage. | will surely learn to speak it., per-
haps in a month!"

“A month!" exclaimed the astonished wis-
itor.

“She will do It," said Baron Popper, nod
ding his head proudly; “she learns wvery
qulck.”

“It is not that I aspire to sing in English,”
the singer added, “for I am content to sing
in Italinn and for the Wagner opera only in
German. Mainly my repertoire is [talian.
and T am pleased, for it is the tongue most
casy to sing.

"My true debut was made in the Hof
Opera, although 1 had sung for a year before
and appeared as Flsa at Olmutz, That was
in 1811, and in spite of the pleasant things
that are now being written about my begin-
nings I think that 1 passed through a period
of deep depression and discouragement in
the early vears, [ disappointed mysell and
think I disappointed my teacher, Prof., Au-
stitzer, who had trained my voice in bel
canto,

“But that is my feeling always when |
sing in a strange place and to people who
have never before heard me. It is not that
I am nervous at these times, for the feeling
i worse than nervousness., 1 know that I
will not be able to do all 1 can do wien 1
go on and afterward 1 feel that T have not
done all that T ean do. It makes me very
unhappy.

“Yes, this ume 1 felt the samo The
andiences have been most kind, the crities
have been Kind also, but the same feeling
remains.  Ah, T should like to say how great
# difference I find between your writers on
music and those of Europe, So often there
they wish to be merely clever and shine
#% writers without regard to the artists, In
New York they write as of a divine thing—
music, the power of which they feel, there-
fore they are not petty.

“Do not think all critics abroad are little
seeing only themselves, The flne men are
there, too, One of these, Balner Simgons.
spoke the flrst renl hopeful word o me—T7
mean in print—and | was and am grateful.

“But let us go Iin order. My ~Flsa when |
was only & girl was nol a4 grent success; nor
wasz it so bad but that from it 1 did get a
few engagements, and one of these was in

for if these qualities are hers they will not
fail to appear in what she says later about
herself and her carer encloging a decade
and two yeurs.

Hamburg, where again | suffered because |
thought I had not pleaszed 1 did not like
the life of travel, and when an offer came
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